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cowardly and brutal attack on a defenseless old man deserves some more 
fitting comment than that of being " not a very serious matter " ; Mira- 
beau's furious quarrels with his wife, in one of which he struck her, 
should hardly be set down " as nothing but passing storms, such storms 
as naturally pass over Provengal households and leave no trace behind 
them ". It is incorrect to say that Mirabeau's light-heartedness in in- 
curring debt was not a marked trait in 1770, when his father asserts in 
1769 that " he has, in addition to his other good qualities, that of bor- 
rowing from all hands." Fling seems to consider French feet and 
English feet equivalent, since he always carries the same figures over 
from the French text. As a consequence, he speaks of Mirabeau as 
" below the average height ". Mirabeau was over five feet eleven 
inches in height. The translations are not always accurate. Instances 
will be found on pages 9, 13, 80, 115, and 338. Pretendu does not 
ordinarily mean pretended ; injure is most frequently insult, esprit should 
usually be translated intellect; Bohemian is gypsy. Fling should be 
consistent, and say Mont-Dore or Mont d'Or, but not use both forms: 
he should use English equivalents for ro.ture, economisme, arrhes, 
malaise, and especially for jauno and jaunerie, which to-day need ex- 
planation even for a Frenchman. Finally, his English style is lacking 
in both clearness and force. 

Ralph C. H. Catterall. 

L'Assistance et l'£.tat en France a la Veille de la Revolution 
(Generalites de Paris, Rouen, Alengon, Orleans, Chalons, Sois- 
sons, Amiens, 1764-1790). Par Camille Block, Inspecteur 
General des Bibliotheques et des Archives, Docteur es-Lettres. 
(Paris: Alphonse Picard et Fils. 1908. Pp. Ixiv, 504.) 
To the student of the French Revolution M. Bloch's work will offer 
a new illustration, drawn from a fresh field of research, of the fact 
that the characteristic features of Revolutionary policy were not 
sudden breaks with the ideas of the past, but were the final term in 
a series the beginnings of which ran back at least to the middle of the 
century. This is a reflection that M. Bloch's exposition of the subject 
suggests, rather than a thesis that he seeks to maintain. His book falls 
into three parts. The first establishes an estimate of the relative amount 
of poverty in the eighteenth century and explains the organization and 
equipment of the public and corporate charities before 1764. The 
second gives the theories of relief current at the time and the reforms in 
the methods of controlling vagabondage, of providing for foundlings, 
and of the care of the infirm and the diseased, while the third exhibits 
the development of the doctrine finally adopted by the Constituent As- 
sembly's committee of mendicite. 

According to this exposition the significant efforts at reform go back 
to the reign of Louis XV., not the only claim he has to the title of 
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"benevolent despot". It was in 1764 that, as a preliminary towards a 
more intelligent treatment of the question of poverty and its con- 
sequences, the controller-general undertook a classification of the poor. 
This was followed by a declaration on vagabondage intended to facilitate 
its severe repression. Before the close of the reign appear other 
elements of the programme of relief in its later form, including ateliers 
de charite and local bureaux d'aumones. M. Bloch adds that Turgot 
did little more than seek to realize the principles of a legal system of 
charity so foreshadowed. His special work was a wiser regulation of 
methods and a clearer development of the theory, to both of which the 
prestige of his name gave great weight with the members of the pro- 
vincial assemblies soon to be summoned, and, a decade afterwards, with 
the committee of the Constituent Assembly. Several excellent examples 
of effective administrative improvement were due to Necker and to 
Mme. Necker; among them, a model atelier de charite, a model hospital, 
and the introduction of the mont de piete. One is also surprised to dis- 
cover that provision was made for furnishing to the indigent gratuitous 
legal assistance. This is not the only fact that leaves upon the reader 
the impression of modernity. M. Bloch sums up the practical conclu- 
sions reached by public opinion before the Revolution as follows : 
" necessite d'une organisation publique de la charite, confiee aux 
representants electifs de la nation, reposant a la base sur la paroisse et 
sur les secours a domicile ; preference pour le mode d'assistance par le 
travail; moindre emploi possible des hopitaux; ressources regulieres 
tirees soit des aumones versees entre les mains des representants 
autorises des bureaux locaux de charite, soit des revenus de certains 
biens ecclesiastiques nationalises." The Constituent Assembly had little 
to do beyond registering this general conclusion or working it out in 
practice. 

M. Bloch has restricted his researches to the generalites of Paris, 
Rouen, Alenqon, Orleans, Chalons, Soissons, and Amiens, but he 
believes that the results for this field are substantially what they would 
be for France as a whole. He has prefaced his work with a bibliography 
of manuscript sources and of printed books and pamphlets. The manu- 
script collections are so fully described that the bibliography will serve 
as a valuable guide for investigators of this subject in the national 
archives and in the local archives of the region studied. The principal 
printed material is also briefly characterized. It should be added that 
only the book of M. Christian Paultre, De la Repression de la Mendicite 
et du Vagabondage en France sous I'Ancien Regime, has given a treat- 
ment of the field at all comparable with that by M. Bloch, and M. 
Paultre's book is written mainly from the juridical standpoint. M. 
Bloch's index is exceptionally detailed and will facilitate the eflfective 

use of his results. 

H. E. Bourne. 



